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PREFACE 


CN Y induced me to attend Cap 
Ambroſe's Trial, and common Tuſftice ab- 
liges me to make bis Defence publick : That 
| Gentleman had done very e able Service to 
| our Trade, and I'was not à little ſurpriſed, when 
| I hrord the very Man, whoſe Exploits were the 


afing Topics of our Merchants, whoſe Bravery 
— gained him the Efteem of his Fellow Subjects, 
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 ardice. Theſe cuntraſted Characters in one and 
Man, made me reſolve on attending the 
S Curt- Martial when his Trial ſhould come on, 
| that I be able from what would appear by 


| the Evidence on either Side, to fix my Judgment, 
|} and either clear or condemn him in 6 
rate Opinion. 
T took not bis Trial, tho Thelieve mt a Word 


eſcaped my Notice : I was more curious to bring 

away wi me what be offered in his Defence; 

| end Inay uitb great Truthaver, that Thavedoneit 
| faithfully; as I alſo did the Sentence of the Court. 


It cannot be juppoſed, that I ſhould offer my 


Leun private Sentiments to the Public; or ſay any 
thing either for or againſt what I now 25 I 


er that Twould alter a Tittle in it. I have gi- 
ven the qobole in the Order and very Words be 
| delivered it, though the gead-natured Part of the 
Werld will allow me to ſay, that if either the 
Methed or 8 tile i 1 not altogether correct, that we 
7 ought 


| arraignedof, and branded by the Public withCow- 


2 Dre 
ought to ronfider the Situation he was in, the 
Number of Witneſſes examined againſt bim (I 


think fifty-four ), and that abeve twenty Months 
have elapſed, fince the Time of the Engagement, 
which may have occafioned the Doubts and C- 
traditions be takes Notice of, and muſt have gi- 
ven him ſome Trouble to obſerve upen in the mw. 
ner be has. I believe every Man in bis Circum- | 
fances, bis Life and Reputation at Stake, will 
be more anxious to ſave the one and clear the other, | 
than curious in his Periods. 
tneſs of his Beh@viour during 


2 4 Vi , 
tbe whole Courſe of bys Trial, 1 permitted 
#0 ſay, be paid of — and Repel to th 
Court, yet did not ſeem to court their Fur; 
be betrayed neither Preſumption ner Timidly, | 
and ſeemed, to me, Maſter of his Reaſon. I | 
only add, that what is quoted in the Defence i 
_—_ and ſupported by the Evidence on either | 
ide. * 
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Ric! ; by which of my Duty, abho* I wes net ut 
— no kms 
any Execution upon the 


"As to the Fifth Article, 1 apprebend il is the common 
General Article. 


To the Firf Article, I may juſtly 


firſt 1 i 


Admiral, 
my Station in the Line of Battle, I 
Admiral Matthews on the Starboard 
Tack; nnen being cut to Pieces, I 
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with the five Ships in the 
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is Matter, before 1 
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of the Court 
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relating to it : Becauſe it is a 


Defence 
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upon the Evidence given in, both for the Crown and 


n_ 
AVING obſerved, that all the Witneſſes againſt me, 


captain Ambroſe's farther Defence, and Obſervatias | 


II have been examin'd whether I could go and affiſt the 
Marlborough: 85 | 4 


"13th. * As foon 23 the Admiral hall hoift a red Flag at he 
oretopmaſt-Head, and fire a Gun, every Ship 


* Stalf at the F ; 
© inthe Fleet is to uſe their utmoſt Endeavour the 


22d. © If any of the 
« make the Sis 
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Ith the 
Fighting Inſtructions, by leaving the Station preſcribed by the 
The Admiral, and Marlborough, began to engage at one 
o' Clock, and before two had beat down, cut, and tore to 


Pieces, the Reals Yards, Rigging, and Sails; ſo that! 1 


thought, as every Body elſe then did, that the Real and Her- 
— have fallen in very ſhort Time; and if I had gene 


to them, inſtead of engaging the two headmoſt of the fre | 


Fleet would have juſtly ſaid I acted like a Coward, by goi 


were tive great Boys taking the Bread and Butter of a little 
one, as way faid by the late Lord Torrington of a Captain in 
the Year 1718, which, I believe, is ſtill freſh in the Minds 
of ſome of the Members of this Court. *; 

I had no Notice of her being in Diſtreſs till her Mafts fell, 
ſhe never making any Signal for that Purpoſe ; and both be- 
fore, at the Time, and after her Maſts fell, I was engaged 


_ with the headmoſt of the five Spanifh Ships, which were 
coming up to the Amer of tl Lune. b 


ſhews, that aſter I had any Notice of her Diſtreſs, it was out 


of my Power, if it had been my Duty, to go up to her A 


ſiſtance. : 

As to the Fircſhip, Thad not any Orders or Directions to 
cover her ; and humbly „ that it was in no wile 
my Duty to do it without; nor did I know any thing of her, 
till I aw her coming down, at which Time I was e 
a I have already ſaid, with the headmoſt of the five Span 

Ships, that were making towards her, with all the Sail 

_ceuld crowd; and had I been directed to cover her, cowl 
not Rave done it more effectually, than by continuing my 


| Sdaniards that were coming up after, as I did, the whole | 


out of my Station, where there were four to two, and have 
avoided, the Enemy's Ships, that were coming up to their 
Admiral unmolefted; and they might have likewiſe ſaid there 
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Engagement 
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be ſupported, 
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(11) 
ented from getting near enough to her, for their Shot to 
ber; and fo ſhe had Time ſufficient given her, in ref- 


neceſſary for me to ſay 
rr 
Charge exhibited againſt me, in what relates to my not cloſing 
five and — N T Ar dro 

ire ling into their reſpective Stations; an 
en 
Fighting Inſtructions, I muſt beg Leave to recite that Article, 
Word for Word, in order to that the Charge cannot 


* nother in his Room.” 
Sir, I muſt beg Leave humbly to inſiſt, that the ſaid 
d intended as an Inſtruction how Ships 
Fight govern themſelves, with regard to 
er their being dijabled, and what 
pon do, in order to cloſe up the 
otherwiſe the Words Condition of the 
e been mentioned : If this be a fair Con- 
the Meaning of the Article, as I humbly con- 
there was not any Ship difabled between the 
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( 14 ) 
that Station himſelf, with the reſt of the 


me, with 2 te Cota hh wt Ri 


Fleet, he detatched 
Ships, to com- 
Genea ; where I 


= dens Wide ay fs Bide: 
the Honour to eve vader your DNR 

— thing farther to my Character may — 
opether — Ir 
my allow me to ſay it is a ſenſible Pleaſure to me, 
| that I can look back into my Conduct, and be able to aver, 
that from the Time I had the Honour of his 


s fiſt 
Commiſſion, till this Accuſation againſt me, I never had any 
_ "Memiſh upon Character, or | Con- 


upon 
duct. When away for the five Ships of the 
the Rea was ſo diſabled, that it was the Opinion of all 
cers, as well as myſelf, that, as ſure as there was a God in 
Heaven, ſhe would fall in half an Hour; and I thought I coult 
not do 2 more commendable Service to my King and Ce 


than the Engaging 
7 4 1 — — hae 
fallen into our 


I is Mixfortune to me, that I anno be allowed the Be- 


Sir, A great 
_ th 6 pan ner of Whois bay eu 
will uonnghly weigh the Evithace they have gives Haney 
termine accordingly on 


doubt their Vigilance, having let eſſential e their 
Notice; and that their Judgement will make proper ; 
tions and Obſervations. 


Te ſupport the Firſt Article, many have ſworn the 1 
out of the Line; and * one in particular fwears her a 
and a half to Windward of the Namur which muſt have 
been half a Mile to Windward of the #inchelſea. 

The Court, I am ſatisfied, in the ſeveral Evi- 
dences given, vill obſerve that many of the Witneſſes were 
9 Rupert, even by their own 


account; 
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| «ne* Gentleman on the Crown Side, who gave his 


nn .. theſe Witneſſes were not 


jeſt 2 Service, for he 
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The Witneſſes for the Crown have left me very little to 


ks Oath, that I was rather wien Point-blank aber the 
lborough had loſt her Maft : Tistrue, ar other Gentleman 
wears the Rupert was not within Point- blank, and a third 


(2) Perſon fwenrs, that the Rupert began to engage at three 


1 mention this Difference of Opinion to 
ew how difficult it is to make a certain Judgment, at even 


farther 


Captain Nexcella, Lieutenant Pa/lificr, Lie tenant Peyton, 


nt Paterſon, Maſter Maar. || Lieutenant P :/lifi-r. + Cap- 


L Nexcella. 1 Lieutenant Pa“ id. Ca tain Toa N Cape 
calls (a] duc bony Piuncau. 
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Diſtance four Miles 
7 Miles. 


Diitance five or ſix 
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20 miral called me off by his Signal, and afterwards led me of 


| 620) 
„ I = Bo Srawient af cy Spritfail be- 
— — whether: | eyed 


muſt have been very near that 
Ship. 12 — was at two great a Diſtance from the Enemy: 
But if the Difference of Times is diſtinguiſhed, 9 
can be drawn ; for the firing my Spritſail hagpened 
when Admiral Metthrws bore down to my Ak gr and 
to attack the Real, and the reſt of the Ships, the Eſſex then 
him ; and on his hawling the Signal for the Line 
of Bate down, and the Signal for engaging, and making 1 
mr. I hawled my Wind to 
for the Admiral to me, r 
to the Zr, and on her firing at the Enemy, as they open- 
ed a-ſtern of of the Admiral, and at the very Tiine of my 
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Wearing under the Dor ſenſbire 's Stern, the Wadding of ane | 


of her Guns flew into my Spritſail, and ſet it on Fire. 
The Court has done the honour to my Officers to allow 
them Men of Credit: it s a Charather they jullly Grfioe. || 
They have ever been eſteemed Gentlemen of great 
e ſatisfied, N 
Adtion which could make them forfeit that Character. 
3 —— et within a 
ee . had, oe 
to do Execution 
"E never hawled 
the Enemy, but endeavoured ftill to near them, 


tho” * 


from the 
Nine of the itneſſes for the Crown agree, with th 


who appeared for me, that I had no E 
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. Sir Wm. Hemet, Wii. Chambers, - 


Sheldrake Laton, Robert Allen, © —— 
Sir Cha. Molloy, Tho. Frankland, poke | 
The Court (in Purſuance of an Order from the Right Ho- 
e the Lords of the Admiralty, to Sir Chaloner Ogle, 


That when the Rupert firſt br up, ſhe was not in a 
| Line with the Namur and Malborough, but that ſhe was in a 


Line, or as far to Leeward as were thoſe two Ships began to 
engage. During the greateſt Part of the Time ſhe was en- 
ern on the Larboard Tack, though not within Point- blank 
dot, nor within a Diſtance to do proper Execution, during 

II Part of the Time ſhe was engaged on that Tack. mY 
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